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TO | 
Mr. Richard Walter, Tr. x Mr. Charles Lee, 
9 


Francis Douſe, 
Henry North, Henry Noſs, 
John Burrett Robert Weſt. 


STEWARDS 


OT IRE 


Ava Feaſt, Held by the 
Natives of the County of 


SOUTH AMPTON 


ENI 


SERMON, 


Which was Preach'd by their Appointment 
and Publiſh'd at their * 


Peter Ridge, 


Is DE DIC AT E D, 
1 
Their Humble Servant, 


J. Harris. 


G * mb, ear 1 Bread VET To, wil 
drin thy Wine with a merry Heart ; 


"for now 'acceprerh rhy * orks. 


HE E great Deſign of this Excellent Book, 
T is to — what is Mans 
Good; and what oughr eo be the 9 
End and Am of all our Actions. As to the for- 
mer of thefe, wherein the Chief Good or Happineſs - 
of Man conſiſts; Sobmon ſhews in the beginning 
of Ch. 1. (in General) that it cannot conſiſt in 
any thing in this World, becauſe all here is Fry - 
and Pexation of Spirit. 11% 21209 
And then in Particular, he elles the fevers 
| miſtaken Opinions that Men had wont it; 
3 ſeems to reduce to fonr Heads? 
I. He fhews che Vanity ef Wi/dom, as he and 
the Armients uſually called it? That is, of / 
Kmwhkdee as is uſually attainable here by the Ken. 
dy of Nature, or of the Politicks and Trani 
actions of the World: for he found this Study 
vam, becauſe it is endleſs and tedious; and vaſt- 
yy too great, both for the Compaſs of our Lives, 
and ton Extent of our Capacities : and be- 
A 3 ſides 
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ah 


ores we et 


| ſides this, inſtead of giving us any true — 2 
ction, it too often fills our Minds with Doubts 


and Difficulties, and expoſes us alſo to the Envy 


and Malice of Ignorant Perſons; who will be 
ſure to treat any one ill chat Precerids' to know 
more than they. 


After this," in che three Giſt Verſes CLIT 
Chapter, and in part of the third, heſhews the 


nity of placing; Happineſs in ſenſual: Pleaſures 4 
firſt: becauſe of their ſhort Duration, . continual 
Intetruptions, and repeated Satieties; and alſo 
becauſe they are inadequate to the. Deſires of a 
Rational Soul, which ſtill ſeeks, ſomething Bf 
yond them and above them. 1 
And chen becauſe ſome Perſons have . 
©. find Happineſs by che mixture of theſe two 


TR. chat is, by uniting ſenſual Pleaſures; and 


che Study of Homag and Philoſophical Learning 
bath - way he alſo ſhews the Vanity of 
this, and tho Bs) he mightily, e the. Lat- 
ter co dhe Former 3 Vet he ſhews that they; eicher 
fung, or united, are vain and unſatisfactory in 
compariſon of what ought to be the Summum Bo- 
N or the proper Oueſt of rhe Souls) ee 
Neis... ory 

H Aster his, in ” oo chisd Foe I at * = 
and; o on to v. 9. of Chapter 5. He refures a 
Third Opinion abour . „ pig... Th it 
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conſiſts in Power, Command, and Empire in 


Honour, Authority, and Glory: as atcerwards 


in part of the 5th and 6th Chapters, he doth al- 
ſo the Notion' of thoſe who will needs have Riches 
and Wealth to be the greateſt of all Bleſſings. 
All which having done, he proceeds farther 
to ſhew, that true Happineſs is only to be had in 
a religious and ſerious Fear of God, and in keep- 
ing of his Commandm ente. 
Becauſe in this, there is no mixture of Vanity; 
nor Vexation of Spirit, as there is in all other Pur- 
ſuits; no Uncertainty, no Satiety, but is durable 


and laſting, and brings with it full and adequate 


Satisfaction and Tranquility of Mind here, and a 
comfortable Aſſurance of an Eternal Life heres 
after, where all our Joys and Happineſs ſhall be 
fully compleateds © 91819 
This, I ſay, is, in general, the excellent De- 
fign-of this ufeful and inſtructive Book; through - 
out which Solomon interſperſes, by the by, many 
admirable Obſervations and practical Rules, in or- 
der to our obtaining as much Happineſs in this 
World, as is conſiſtent with the Defects and Im- 
perfections of Earthly Enjoyments. A 

And tis one of thofe Obſervations that thus 
introduces the Words of my Text. 


At the 16th Verſe of the preceeding Ch ater, 
blenels of 


| he begins to ſpeak. of- the Unſearcha 


God's 


9 81 Semen Preacbed _ 6 


God's Providence, wick Regard to In Events 
and Iſſues of Things in this World : Shewing, 
That tho, no doubt, they are all diſtributed by 
lofinie Wiſdom and Goodnele.; yet thexe is ve- 
ry little that we can diſcover. of the Sectets of 
Gods Counſels, and as to the R par- 
ticular Events: 

Butthat apparently all dings bere come + able 10 al, 
| did that there is one Event to the Righteons and to * 
Wicked, as he expreſſes it ar Ver. 2. Now the 
Uſe that he would have made of this Obſervation, 
is not to conclude, as ſome fooliſh and wicked 
Perſons did, that thanfoes thete is no Difference 
between Good and Evil, Virtur and Vice. On 
which account their Heart, he obſerves, is ſo filled 


with Madneſs and Folly, that they will a4 
themſelves in all Senſuality and Wickednels' 


tho it ſhorten theit Days, = cut them off ha- 


ſtily from the Enjoyment of thoſe Things, 
which they yet place their only Happineſs: Ve 
then when they are Dead, ſaith he, they ſhall 
lie undiſtinguiſb d in the Grave. and al Ame 
f hem ſball be forgotten. 1139) 


And this 1 Mes de the Senfend the intend 


following Verſes, to the yth. But the true Uſe 
that we ſhould make of che Conſideration of 
theſe Thmgs, is this: That ſince the Mazes of 


Providence are fo. inricate, 2 the Reaſons of 


God's 
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God 8 Proceeding s (in particular caſes) ſo eo 
table, we ſhould therefore never be anxiouſſy 
concerned about them; but we ſhould ler the ab- 


ſolute Uncertainty chat chere is in the Enjoyment 


and Continuance of all Earchly things, and the 
undoubted Certainty of our own dying in a lit- 
tle while, and leaving all ſuch Trifles behind us, 
we ſhould let theſe excite us to a free and chearful 
Enjoyment of the good no, of of this World, 

while they are ere us; and we ought always 
to believe, that if we approve our ſelves to God, 

by doing our Duty to him in other Reſpects, t his 
Method of proceeding i is pleaſing and acceptable 
to God; and that tis his Will we ſhould grate- 
fully 8 in the Enjoyment of ſuch Bleſſings 
as he hath graciouſly broyided for our Uſe. © Or, 

in the Words of the Text, That we ſhould Yo 
our way, eat our Bread with Joy, and drink our Wine 
with a merry Heart, 17 God ' now accepteth our 
* ; £1000 

This I take to be the Connexion of theſe 
Words; with what precedes them; ànd which 1 
thought proper to clear up to you, becauſe at firſt 
ſi ight, it is not very obvious and apparent. 


In diſcourſing on WIS words, 1 ſhall en- 
deavour; 111394 l 


I. To ſhew you what ding our Bread with 3 


2 ur our Wine with a merry Heart im vplies, 
B and 
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and that tis allowable and lawful to make 
a chearful Uſe of ſuch good Things as God 

bath provided for us, for our Food and Re- 
freſhment. And 


II. That there may very good Uſe be made, 1 


and great Advantages be drawn, from ſome- 
times doing this Publickly, in ſolemnly * 
pointed Feaſts and Entertainments. 
Firſt, As to the Expreſſion here, ge thy way, 
and eat "thy Bread with. Jay, and drink thy Wine 
with a merry Heart; (as I have before hinted 
in general, from the Occafion of the Words) 
it certainly implies, that tis the Duty of-every 
Man to go on in his way, that is, in the way 
of his Calling and Profeſſion, in "his Buſinels 
and Employment, with Diligence and Chear- 
fulneſs : And inſtead of amuſing and perplex- 
ing himſelf with over- nice Enquiries into the 
Secrets and Meanders of Gods Providence, as 


to the diſpoſal] of particular Events: Inſtead 


of being over-ſolicitous and anxious about Fu- 
turities , and. diſtruſting God's. Providence 
over us; inſtead. of repining and being diſſa- 
tisfied with that State of Life that God has 
alotted us; inſtead of this, I ſay, we ſhould, 

with Minds filled with due Returns of Praiſe 
and Thankfgiving to God for the - preſent 
good Things which we enjoy; with Coun- 


tenances, 


— * + 0 WS OB 3 7; 
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tenances not ſolemnly and affectediy n 
and ſoure, as if we grudg d to be beholden to 
God Almighty for his Gifts, or envied and 
condemned every one that looks pleas d; but 
with Faces ſo chearful and joyous,” as may 
ſhew that we are contented with our preſent 
Portion, and that we don t diſtruſt God's Care 
over us, and Proviſion for us, for the future; 
and alſo with Hearts truly filled with Joy and 
Gladneſs, from a Reflection that we are in 
God's Favour; who we know now accepteth 
our Works, becauſe they are agreeable to his 
Nature and Will, and conformable to his 
Laws. 
With theſe Qualifications, I thy; we may 
and ſhould uſe and enjoy chearfully and plen- 
tifully, thoſe Good Creatures that God hath 
fo kindly provided Gi 
Tis true, this muſt ſtill be done with a due 
regard to the Rules of Virtue, Temperance 
and Prudence; and without any Excels, Ex- 
travagance or Vice. We may eat our Bread 
with Joy, but not with Gluttony and Surfeit- 
ing; nor out of a Deſign to adminiſter Fuel 
to exorbitant Deſires, and vicious and lafcivi- 
ous Inelinations; norwith ſuch extravagant Ex- 
pence and Profuſenels, as exceeds our Station, 
Fortüne and Circumſtances in the World. 
| B 2 0 


bn. als. Ae. 
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_ Wass may drink our Wine 5 « merry 
Heart, but it muſt not be with a mad one: we 
muſt not looſe by it the Exerciſe of our Reaſon, 
the guard of our Virtue and Prudence; nor 
ſhould we drown there all Senſe of Religion and 
Conſcience. 


By running, into ſuch fooliſh, as well as wicked 


Exceſſes: Men deprive themſelves entirely of the 


Benefit of mutual eee which is, or 
ought to be the pe 364 one another in Virtue, 
in rang, in good Senſe, and in a uſeful know- 
ledge of the World; and alſo by innocent Mirth 

, Diverſion, to mai us the better, to go on 
with the Buſineſs of our Callings or Profeſſions : 
But by Drunkenneſs, Debauchery and Exceſs, 
Men impair their Health, Strength and Vigour, 
ſhorten their Days, miſpend their preſent Time, 
and unfit themſelves for uſcfully employing the 


future, and in one word, inſtead of that Joy and 


Delight which a ſober, moderate and temperate 


uſe of the Creature would bring to them, are un- 


dex continual diſorder of Body, and diſſatisfaction 
of Mind. 

But however, we may and ought to to under- 
ſtand, That when, being govern d by the Rules 
of Religion, Prudence, and moral Virtue, Men 
avoid running into all Exceſſes and Extreams of 
thele, or ſuch like kinds of Evil; * may al- 


ways 


hath graciouſly given them to ſupport us in Be- 
ing, S cppiy de Bee „and to repair the 
Decays; WW ĩ 

this there can be no doubt, if we conſult 
either Scripture. or Reaſon. In the Scripture we 
find not only a mention made of Feaſting as long 
ago as Lots and Abraham's Time, and this with- 
out any Condemnation of it, as being an unlawful 
Practice; but alſo that God himſelf did enjoin many 
Solemn Feaſts to be held annually and periodi- 
cally in that Form of Worſhip, which he ap- 
pointed to che Hebrew Nation. to” 
And ſo far was the Holy Jeſus, the Bleſſed Aus 
thor of our moſt excellent way of Salvation, 
from diſallowing Feaſting and Innocent Entertain 
ments, That he honour d a Marriage Feaſt (at 
Cana in Gallilee) with his own uſeful and Inſt ructive 
Preſence: and where alſo he wrought the firſt 
Miracle that we read of, by tutning Water into 
Wine for the uſe of the Feaſt. And tho” to be 
fure, neither the Quantity nor the Time of introdu- 
cing this Wine was ſüch, as that it promoted or 
occaſioned Drunkenneſs or Extravagance; yet no 
doubt it was deſign d that the Gueſts ſhould drink 
it with a merry Heart, as well as they had before 
taten their Meat with Joy. For we learn from 
us Scr. 
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Scripture, that this was one of the 8 
ſhould 


Uſes of Wine or Strong Drink, that it 

chear and make glad the Heart of Man, as well as 
to cure the Crudities ef his Stomach, and for his 
often Infirmities, and not only tor Digeſtion, 
but to ſupply him with Vigour and Spirits, to 
go through the Fatigues of his Calling and 
For in Gen. 49. we find plenty of ine men- 
tioned as one of the Bleſſings that Jacob fore. 


* 


told to his Son Judab: And tho a ſmall quanti- 


ty of Wine at a time may ſerve for one of the 
uſes of it, for promoting Digeſtion, c. yet 


for the other, there ſeems a more plentiful 


quantity allowable ; provided ſtill that it be 
without Exceſs, as to all the Circumſtances of 


the Perſon that uſeth it. 


And thus we find Solomon, at the end of his 
Book of Proverbs, giving Direction: Give 
Strong Drink (ſaith he, ch. 3 1. v. 6, 7.) to him 
that is afflicted, and Wine to him that is of a hea- 
wy Heart, let him drink and forget bis Poverty, 
and remember his Miſery no more. No queſtion 
therefore, but tis very lawful and/allowable 
(nay, if he finds Benefit and Advantage by it, 
it is a Duty) for a Man that is either fatigued 
with Buſineſs, wearied and waſted with Stu- 


dy, ſoured with Care, oppfeſt with unhappy 
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Circumſtances, vext and tormented. by Diſap- 
pointments and Loſfes, c. im theſe, I ay, or 
ſuch like Caſes, tis very reaſonable for a Man 
to drink ſuch a. moderate quantity of Vine, 
with a merry and chearful 7 as (hall make 
him for a while forget his Care and Trouble, 
and enable him to go on for the future, in his 
Buſineſs, with Vigour; and bear up under his 
Misfortunes with a manly Spirit and Reſolution, 
For the Spirit of 4 Man will ſuſtain bis Infirmity, 
but a mounded Spirit, who can beart? © 

And thus much g HOKE for my firſt 
Head, n 

The Lawfulneſs of Eating our Bread with To, 
and drinking our Wine with a merry Heart, under 
ſuch Reſtrictions and Limitations, as Religion, 
Wiſdom, Temperance, Health and Mens pe- 
culiar Circumſtances ſhould confine them to. 

g proceed next to * to my ſecond Parti- 
cular : 

II. That there may be very good Uſe made; 
and great Advantages drawn from doing this 
ſometimes publickly, in ſolemnly e 
Feaſts and Entertainments. 

For at ſuch Times Men converſe with one 
another with more Freedom and Unreſerved- 
neſs than they «uſually do; they have a leſs Re- 
gard to Self- intereſt and Private Advantage; 

their; 


i: A Sermon Preathed 


cheir Minds grow more large and capacious, and 
their Temper and Humour more generous and 
teat; and tonſequently they are then much 
. er diſpoſed to hearken to, and join wich 
any Propoſal that ſhall be made for the Publick 
Good, than when they are conſulted ſingly z and 
when, it may be, their Minds are more narrow 
and confined, by being taking up with the Buſi- 
neſs of their own private Calling and Profeſſion. 
At ſuch Times too, the Example of ſome ge- 
nerous publick Spirited Perſon, whoſe Thoughts 
are generally employed how he ſhall be uſeful 
and beneficial to Mankind, and who is always 
ready to advance or propoſe any thing for the 
Common Benefit and Advantage; At ſuch time, l 
ay, his Example ſhall probably be followed, and 
his Deſign furthered by many, who had neither 
Courage to propoſe it, nor Generoſity enough 
to contribute to it at another. 
And therefore all ſuch as are bleſt 3 Minds 
great and noble enough to be contriving uſeful 
and charitable Schemes for the Support and Em- | 
ployment of the Poor, the Improvement of our | 
Manufactures, -£xc. will know ve feb that ſuch 
" 


"Occaſions are very often propet 7 Propoſals of 
chat Nature. ß y it's 


And ſurely no Opportunity of chis ; kind f ſhould 
Ap loſt and left unimprovd. Something of Cha- 
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Charity and Bounty done towards proper Ob- 
jects of it, whenever you meet together, to rejoice 


ful uſe of God's good Creatures. 


| 


and regale your ſelves with the free and plenti- 


I ſhall not undertake to direct you, as to the pat- 


ticular kinds, degrees and meaſures of your Cha- 
rity and Beneficence, all which I ſhall leave to be 
determined by your own Wiſdom , the Deſign 
of your preſent meeting, and'the Knowledge of 
your own peculiar Circumſtances; yer I muſt 
earneſtly preſs you to do ſomething this way, and 


that according to the ſeveral Capacities and Abi- 


licies you are endowed with ' © 
And nothing certainly can more ſanctify Feaſt- 

ing, and make Mectings of this Nature accept- 

able to God, than that we ſhould, together with 


the Praiſe and Thankſgiving which we ought 


conſtantly to offer up to him for his Goodneſs 
and Bounty to us, communicate ſome of the 

ood things we receive to the Indigent and Di- 
ſtreſſed; to thoſe little Ones that ſuffer in this World; 


umhoſe Caſe our Bleſſed Lord compaſſionately 


makes his own, and declares he will graciouſly 
accept it, as if it were done to himſelf. 


And thus, to 420. our Wealth Liberally for 


the very beſt way to preſerve it: for what we give 
this way is not loſt, we have not thrown it away; 
5 3 tis 


t of the Poor and Needy, is 
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thus the firſt Fruits to God, and paying our Tri- 


"Ts lodged in the ſafeſt Treafurics, and will re- 


turn to us again with ſufficient Intereſt and Ad- 

The generous and the liberal Man will always 
be ricrh: rich he is at preſent to be ſure, ſor ne 
that gives away cannot want, becauſe he thinks 
he hath enough, and therefore hath ſo: Gods 
Providence is Fi preſent Eſtate, his Wiſdom and 
Power are his Support and Defence, His Love 


and Favour are his Subſiſtance and Reward, and 
his Word and Promiſe are his Security, for the 


future; he remembers what the Prophet faith, that 
he that deviſeth liberal things, by ſuch ſhall ſtandʒ; 
and that he that giveth to the Poor ſhall not lach; and 
that to him that this way ſoweth Righteouſneſs, there 
ſpall be a ſure Reward. Tho he hath ſeemingly 
given his Subſtance to the Poor, he hath in reali- 
ty only lent it to the Lord, and whatever be hath 
laid out this way, ſhall certainly be repaid again. 

For this very thing (ſaith Moſes (Deut. 15.10.) 
God ſhall. blefs thee in all thy Works, and in all that 
thou putteſt thine Hand unto. And the wiſe Man 
aſſures us, that the liberal Soul ſhall be made fat, and 
be that watereth ſball be watered himſelf. 

The contributing part of our Subſtance to the 
Poor, qualifies us alſo to enjoy the Reſt with 
Comfort and Satisfaction. The offering up 
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bute of Gratitude to him ; ſets us right with Him, 
and our Hearts and Minds at Reſt: and then, like 
thoſe ſpoken of Ads 2. 46. We may eat our Meat 


with gladue /s and ſungleneſs of Heart, This Virtue 


of Charity gives a delicious Reliſh to all our En- 
joyments z and we our ſelves ſhare in the Hap- 
ineſs of all thoſe who by our means obtain any 
Degree of it. OE "ira ar 
But witholding the Portion from the Poor, 
brings a Curſe and a Canker upon all our Poſ- 
ſeſſions, and renders what we ſhould otherwile 
| partake of with Joy, ſoure and unſavory to us: 
tor with what Comfort or Satisfaction can we 
enjoy Dainties, and regale our ſelves with Plen- 
ty ; when we are conſcious at the ſame time, 
that there are many poor Wretches pinched with 
Hunger. or other Wants, which we have neglected 
to relieve and ſuccour, tho we were abundantly 
able ſo to do? if we are not quite ſtupid and re- 


morſeleſs, we ſhall, an ſuch a Reflection, be in 


the ſame caſe with the covetous Perſon mentioned 
in Job 20. 18. 20. Surely: we ſhall feel no quietne /s 
in our Belly, we ſhall not rejoyce in our Subſtance: 


and in the very fulneſs ef our Sufficiency we ſhall. le 
in Straits! But on the other Hand there is a ſa- 
tisfaction and pleaſure in Bounty, Charity and 


Liberality, that none underſtand but thoſe that 
have Minds great enough to exerciſe it. The 


Giver uſually enjoys more delight than the R- 
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ceiver, if he beſtow as he ought to do, with a 
chearful and willing Mind: according as we read, 
Acts 20. 35. That it was the faying of the Bleſ- 
fed Jeſus himſelf, That 'tis a more Bleſſed or Hap- 
py thing to give than to receive; receiving a Chari- 
ty, tho' a Man's Circumſtances may make ir 
neceſſary for him to deſire it and to accept it; 
yer (if he thinks) it cannot but give him ſome 
degree of uneaſineſs, by reminding him of the 
meanneſs of his preſent State, and of his being 
obliged to ſubſiſt by the Favour and Charity of 
others: But there is nothing of this in the Mind 
of him that confers the Donation; his Satisfaction 
is unmixed and unalloy d; tis a Divine and God- 
like Pleaſure; and in this Reſpect he is, what our 
Saviour commanded his Diſciples to be, propor- 


1 


tionate to his Nature, perfect, as his Father which 


is in Heaven is perfect. And this Happineſs, 
which is this way begun here, will, by ſuch an 
Excellent and Religious Practice be compleated 
hereafcer in Heaven. 
And therefore, as on the one hand we are told, 
that without Charity all our Doings are nothing worth; 
ſo we were aſſured on the other, that it will ren- 
der us very acceptable and well - pleaſing to God, 
fulfil bis Laus, and hide à multitude of Sins: And 
as it peculiarly qualifies us for Heaven hereafter; 
fo this virtue will never fail us chere, but the — | 
of 
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24 will in a great Meaſure be our Reward it- 
ſelf. 15 
But while I am thus recommending this ad- 
mirable Virtue of Charity to you, I would not 
be miſunderſtood ſo, as if I confined the No- 
tion of it only to what is moſt uſually call d 
Charity; that is, giving Money, Meat, Drink 
or Raiment to the Poor and Hungry, the Thir- 
ty or the Naked ; for this, tho it be (when 
rightly applied) a good one, is yet but one kind 
of Charity: And ſuch an one too, that when ic 
is. without due Caution and Conſideration, to re- 
gulate and govern it, is often no Charity at all, 
but. an Encouragement to. Idleneſs, Impudence 
and Vice. But it would excellently anſwer the 
Deſign of, bring a Bleſſing upon, and ſanctify 
ſuch Publick Meetings as theſe, if you would 
conſider at ſuch times, that there are many other 
ways of. exerciſing this Virtue of Charity, beſides 

relieving Common Beggars; and which roo would 
be much mare uſeful to the Souls and Bodies 
of the Poor, as well 'as of infinite. Benefit and 
Advantage to the Nation in general : and of 
theſe, I ſhall only. now remind you of one, 
which I wiſh all Publick Bodies, Societies and 

Companies of Men would take into their. ferious. 
Conſideration: and that is, The erecting of Charity- 
Schools for the Education of Poor Children; here. 


they 
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they ſhould be taught the true Rudiments and 
Principles of Religion and Virtue, and be well 
qualified for Trade and Buſineſs in the World. 
You know a vaſt deal of Good hath been done 
this way in this great City; and I hope all Per- 
ſons will lend their helping hand, and do what 
lies in their Power towards carrying on ſo good a 
Work. | £3 SISA PL 1 
For by this means Wickedneſs is deſtroyed and 


nipt in the Bud, in its firſt Riſe and Original; 


the very Spring and Source of Iniquity and Evil is 
cut off; the deſtructive Habits of Vice and Idle- 
neſs are prevented from ever poſſeſſing our Youth 


at all; and they are from their very Infancy inu- 


red to Labour and Diligence: They gain Learn- 
ing enough to make them uſeful Servants to o- 
thers, and in due time good Providers for them- 
ſelves: They are made by this means Ortho- 
dox Members of the true Church, dutiful Sub- 
jects to their Prince, and uſeful Members of the 
Common- wealth: Now if this were made, ei- 
ther the Care of the Publick, or of particular So- 
cieties, Communities or Companies, as far as 
they are reſpectively able: what a glorious Pro- 
ſpect of Happineſs and Security would it give us, 
for the future? What a vaſt deal of En- 
thuſiaſm, Fanaticiſm, Faction, Folly, Knavery 


and Roguery would this prevent? Our Roads 


would 
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would be, generally ſpeaking, free from the In · 


ſults of Robbers, and our Houſes from Burgla- 
rers, Thieves and Pilferers: A ſucceeding Ge- 
neration of ſuch Religious, Virtuous and Indu- 
ſtrious People might ariſe, as would make our 
Iſland as happy in the Practice of Piety, Good- 
neſs, Honeſty and Integrity, as it is in its Situa- 


tion, and in its Neceſſaries and Conveniences 


of Life: and as formidable ſor its Riches and 
Strength abroad, as it would be quiet, peaceful 

and ſecure at home. Tb | 
And then we may well hope, that our Gra- 
cious God, who hath wrought ſo many Wonders 
for the Delivery and Safety of this Church and 
Nation, will continue to us his Bleſſing, Fa vour 
and Protection; and together with a competent 
ſhare of this World's Enjoyments, vouchlaſe us 
Eternal Glory in Heaven. Ls 


Which Goc, &c. 
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